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Program Notes

Before January of 2020, few of us realized how different our lives would be only a few months
later. The spread of COVID-19 changed almost every aspect of our daily lives. Musicians felt
these changes more acutely than many, as our profession has traditionally relied on the gathering
of ensembles and audiences. In the age of social distancing, how were we to keep making music?
As a composer (and a self-avowed tiber introvert), I am perhaps more used to plying my craft in
solitude than other musicians.

My reaction to having more time on my hands, and not even the semblance of social 0 tion
(or a day job) was to spend more time in the act of composition. The first of sev@gal projects to
come out of this imposed stint as Composer-In-Residence at my house were th w
Munmiatures, more than thirty short, solo works composed over the period of?
disseminated via social media, and performed by numerous friends, 1al
to be posted online. A number of these miniatures were composed déli tely @s preparation for
other pieces I was working on. Others were wholly original works. A
expansion into larger, orchestrated works.

Thus: the Quarantet. V

The first movement of this quartet was compose ral Years ago...a fanfare without purpose,
at the time. Coming back to it during quarantine; it spoke fairly effectively to my
mindset in 1solation, and would make an excelléat openihg movement for a larger work.

The second movement — Idyl/Idle
by the tranquility demonstrated by

iniature for solo saxophone and was inspired
anding it into a quartet, I was moved to embrace

juxtaposition of happinessf mentioned the whole tiber introvert label already, right?) and
boredom that I ling while under lockdown.

ics are utilized in the final movement and fingerings (taken from Londeix’s Hello M.
Sax) are given. Should provided fingerings not work, the performer may substitute an alternate
multi phonic of appropriately aggressive tone character and approximate range.
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